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What ?
Codes Industry Update

GENSCO

CODE Update Discussion

The June meeting will he held at GENSCO, 2270 NE Argyle. This
meeting will cover some of the change due to take effect in October
of 2004,  so come to the meeting and learn more about your industry.

 The meeting will feature presentations by Mike Ewert of the Oregon Department
of Consumer & Business Services Building Codes Division and several
representatives from the Building Development Services office of Portland.
Representing BDS will be Ray Kerridge, Bill Thomas, Phil Burkhart and Dave
Rock.

The representatives from BDS will update us on plans and programs being pursued
by their organization to improve the permit process and what is being done to provide
a more equitable means for dispute resolution.

This is cooperative effort between ORACCA and Portland BDS to update our
members at least quarterly on local and national issues which are of a concern to
the HVAC industry.

Mike Ewert will be discussing the changes in Oregon codes.  He has developed a
powerpoint presentation that goes through the various changes, but since this program
is over six hours, Mike will summarize just a few of the major changes.  For instance,
what is happening with regard to one & two family dwelling codes.

The State of Oregon is adopting chapters 4 & 5 of the codes for the first time so
there will be a number of different code changes in these areas that contractors will
have to deal with.

This program will feature just the highlights of changes in a few areas of the code.
ORACCA will offer a seminar within the next several months which will go into
detail on the various code changes.  This seminar will require the attendees to have
code books available in order to properly understand the various changes.  Especially
chapters 4 & 5, which will be new to the area.

This is a must attend meeting, if you wish to keep up to date on code issues.  The
people who can answer your questions will be there, so don’t miss it.

Where?
GENSCO

   2270 NE Argyle
Portland, OR. 97211
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GOLF, GOLF, GOLF
It’s time once again for the annual ORACCA golf tournament.  Mark your
calendars for the 19th of July, 10:00AM at Oregon City Golf Club.  You will
find a registration form enclosed with this newsletter.  NW Natural is spon-
soring a dinner following the golf, so plan to attend and join with your fellow
ORACCA members in a great day of golf, some fun competition, prizes, and
a great NW Natural meal.  All for one low price. Register now and we’ll see
you on the 19th at Oregon City Golf Club.



ORACCA distributes NEWS & VIEWS on a monthly basis to members and
selected non-members, so that all those in the HVAC/R industry can keep
informed of issues regarding our trade, and Chapter activities.  We hope the
non-members will see this newsletter as an example of the quality services
that ORACCA provides.  Contributions or suggestions can be faxed to Asso-
ciation Headquarters at 360/834-3507 or emailed to info@oracca.org PAGE 2
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President’s Corner
I hope this letter finds everyone healthy and busy as June is already here. We have
had some 80 degree days and A/C season is gearing up.  Advertise well and lets all
have a great season.

Three things for my message this month.  June 8th meeting, June 24th Manual J
seminar and the July 19th Annual ORACCA Golf Tournament

We had a great presentation by Devon Dickinson with Safety Services Company in May on
safety issues.  Also on the agenda was Alan Mintz, a 30 year industry veteran who is currently
Vice President of Franchise Development for One Hour Air Conditioning a Venvest company.
Alan joined us to share his company’s vision on the State of the HVAC Industry.

June’s meeting will feature the folks from Portland’s BDS and Mike Ewert from Oregon’s
Code Division.  This is a must attend meeting if you are interested in the upcoming code
changes, due in October.

We put on the first of a series of Manual J classes on May 26th. The class was well received
and we plan to hold another on June 24th from 3:00PM to 8:00PM. This is a great opportunity
to get your personnel trained on the proper sizing of furnaces and air conditioning for residential
homes. The proper size furnace can save you money and prevent problems in the future. Mert
Gagle does an excellent job teaching this class. This is a whole house calculation and only
takes about 15 minutes to perform the total heating and cooling load.

Participants will receive an ACCA certification from ORACCA after completing this course.
This is an excellent opportunity offered by ORACCA.

The Golf Tournament is being held at Oregon city Golf Club.  So, grab your sticks and join us
at the golf tournament at Oregon City July 19th @ 10:00am, look forward to seeing you there!

Mark DeFrancisco, President ORACCA

June Meeting

Tuesday, June 8, 2004
in the Rear Training Room 11:30AM
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ORACCA
offers the HVAC/R
Industry a Wealth of

Training and Testing Opportunities
ACCA certified Manual J training and testing is now available.  ORACCA has trained  and certified ACCA
instructors to administer training and testing. Manual J has been the industry standard for load calculation
for years and is referenced in the new upcoming Oregon code. Classes are being formed NOW.  Call
ORACCA headquarters for information at 360-834-3805 or toll free 877-413-1259.

Residential Load Calculation - June 24, 2004 at Gensco

Refrigerant handling certification is Federally mandated and is required for the purchase and handling
of all refrigerants.  ORACCA provides a full day ACCA approved training/testing class. The test con-
sists of 100 questions, 25 for each of the sections.  These are Core, Type I, Type II and Type III.  Passing
the Core and  one or more of the certification types qualifies the person passing the test to purchase and
handle refrigerants. The ORACCA class includes approximately 6 hours of instruction and 2 hours for
the written multiple choice exam. Visit our web site at www.oracca.org, link to “Education and Train-
ing for more information and for registration.

The course for the Refrigeration Piping Brazing Certification Program has been approved by the Building
Codes Division.  ORACCA’s charter is to work for the benefit of the HVAC/R contractor.  We support the
efforts of our legislative committee in bringing about the brazing certification program as the alternative to
what could have been an extremely expensive alternate for the HVAC/R businessman.  Testing classes are
being scheduled on an ongoing basis, so send in your registration forms soon.  We are scheduling the tests
in the Portland Metro area, on Friday,  with 7:00 AM morning classes at the Rock Creek campus of Portland
Community College.  The class runs approximately four hours.  As we receive registrations, we schedule
the classes.  For companies with large staffs of technicians, arrangements can be made to test at their own
facility.  You may register on-line at www.oracca.org.

Brazing Certification

For years, the HVAC industry has struggled to combine a variety of technical skills and knowledge into a
standard testing program that represents the entire industry. NATE changes all that. As an independent,
non-profit coalition of industry leaders, NATE - North American Technician Excellence - provides com-
prehensive, nationwide testing and certification for HVAC technicians.

NATE is being endorsed by virtually all of the heating and air-conditioning manufacturers and peripheral
suppliers to the industry.  What does this mean to your company?  The manufacturers are placing the NATE
message in their advertising, consumer literature and other documents, etc. to the effect that they strongly
suggest that consumers use a NATE certified technician for any work on their products.  The long term
effect is that consumers are starting to ask for NATE certified technicians, which will impact your com-
pany, one way or the other.

NATE training and testing

CFC Training and Testing
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Planning Ahead ....

June Building Development Services & Oregon Codes Division- 11:30AM
8th GENSCO
June Board meeting - 10 AM before regular meeting
8th
July Next meeting mark your calendars
13th
July ORACCA Golf Tournament  10:00AM
19th Oregon City Golf Club

MEETING DATES

Visit  our Website for
information on the

association’s activities.
www.oracca.org


